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All about HLF
The Halton Learning Foundation (HLF) raises funds to help enrich educational opportunities and 
eliminate economic barriers to learning for students of the Halton District School Board (HDSB).
With the support of our donors, HLF provides:

- emergency funds and student subsidies to help HDSB students who live at or below the 
poverty line;

- school grants to help engage students in learning;
- scholarships, awards and bursaries that enable graduating students to pursue post-

secondary education or apprenticeships.
Our vision is that all students of the HDSB will have equal opportunities to participate and be 
successful in school. No student in our community should be left behind.  

The Halton District School Board is committed to providing an innovative and 
inclusive school environment that helps each student learn, grow and succeed.  The 
Halton Learning Foundation plays a significant role by supporting those students 
who face significant financial barriers to learning by providing basic necessities 
and access to opportunities that can help them stay focused and engaged in 
school.

|  Stuart Miller, Director of Education, Halton District School Board
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AIM Ontario
Anonymous
Chudleighs Ltd.
CN
Conam Charitable Foundation

CWA Foundation
KRPAN Group Management
Maple Lodge Farms
Mattamy Homes 
RBC Foundation

Siemens Canada
The Joyce Family Foundation
Tiger Jeet Singh Foundation

*(gifts of $10,000 or more)

Giving from the heart

Smith’s Funeral Home
Smith’s Funeral Home has been a long-time 
supporter of HLF, beginning in 2005.
Owner Don Smith says Smith’s got involved with 
HLF because he believes young people need 
education and opportunities that give them a fair 
chance to be successful in life.
Don believes education is holistic, encompassing 
not just book learning, but other types of learning 
too, such as field trips and other extra-curricular 
activities – opportunities that HLF helps students 
participate in. 

“With support, doors can open for students that might otherwise be closed to them because of 
finances,” says Don. “We believe everyone deserves a shot at life, especially young people who 
have their entire future ahead of them.”

Kelly Gleeson was introduced to the Halton 
Learning Foundation when she was invited to her 
first Benefit Bash in 2014. However, it was the 
student who spoke at the following year’s event 
who reinforced her commitment to HLF.

“His story was so powerful and it amazed 
me that such a small amount of support 
could have such a tremendous impact on 
someone,” says Kelly. “HLF does so much 
with so little, and I love the fact that you can 
help students so quickly.”

Kelly wants to spread 
the word that there are 
kids in our community 
who face serious 
barriers to their 
education because of 
their family financial 
situation. “I believe if we 
can connect with people 
when they’re young and 
let them know someone 
cares, we can give 
them opportunities to be 
successful and ensure 
they continue to be part of the community,” she 
says. “Sometimes people just need a bit  
of a hand up.”

(CIBC Wood Gundy is a division of CIBC World Markets Inc., a subsidiary of CIBC and a Member of the Canadian Investor 
Protection Fund and Investment Industry Regulatory Organization of Canada.)

Special thanks to the following donors*

Kelly Gleeson,  
Vice President, Investment Advisor
The Gleeson Investment Group
CIBC Wood Gundy

We live in an age that expects and 
receives instant gratification. You can look 
almost anything up on Google in seconds, 
or order something online for delivery the 
next day.

It’s convenient to have information and 
goods on demand. But nowhere is the 
need for speed more critical than when 
nice-to-haves become need-to-haves. 

That’s why HLF is so proud of our ability 
to deliver almost immediate support for 
the students of the Halton District School 
Board who face financial barriers to their 
education. 

Within 24 hours HLF can fulfill school 
requests on behalf of students and their 
families facing emergency financial 
circumstances -- whether it’s a teen who 
has fled an abusive home without warm 
clothing, or a child coming to school with 
no lunch.

Last year, through our Eliminating Barriers 
Fund, HLF helped more than 1,000 low-income 
students access basic necessities critical for their 
ability to attend and fit in at school. Most requests 
are for help to purchase food, which fuels the mind 
and body. Something as basic as a granola bar 
every morning can make a huge difference in a 
student’s ability to concentrate on learning. 

We also know that education is about more than 
classroom learning. Exposure to cultural, historical 
and recreational resources, new environments 
and hands-on experiences help open doors to 
possibilities. So HLF also provides quick turnaround 
to ensure that at-risk students – more than 200 last 
year – can be included in activities such as field 
trips, extra-curriculars and co-op work placements. 

We can do more. As the population of Halton 
continues to grow, so too does the HDSB student 
population and the demands on HLF to help kids 
in need. We supported 400 more students with 

Eliminating Barriers funds in 2016-2017 than we 
did the previous year, and we expect that trend to 
continue. 

In 2017 HLF’s board and staff developed a four-year 
plan to double the number of students we support 
through our Eliminating Barriers Fund. By focusing 
on what our donors value and building stronger 
partnerships with those who believe strongly in 
what we do, we are confident HLF will achieve our 
ambitious goal.

Our direction forward means HLF can keep pace 
with the needs of a rapidly growing and changing 
school community, and continue to ensure a 
positive and timely response to students who 
require a little support to succeed in school.

|   Nancy Brewer, Chair of the Board

Chair’s Message



Where your money goes 

1 compared to $96,743 in 2015-2016.  2 compared to $233,686 in 2015-2016.  3 compared to $55,075 in 2015-2016. 
*(includes mental health symposium & technology)

$235,114 
  – school grants2*

$55,000  
  – scholarships3

$184,790  
  – eliminating barriers1

For our detailed financial statements, please visit:  
www.haltonlearningfoundation.ca

79% programs

21% administration
& fundraising

In 2016-2017, your gifts of opportunity supported…

35 
schools

mental health programs25
arts and music programs18

media literacy programs14

environmental programs9

physical education programs23

1,294 
students

received food, clothing, school supplies,  
other necessities1,004 

were included in school activities207

received a scholarship or bursary83
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“
“ “
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“Jacob had struggled with regular attendance at school due to family issues and lack of consistent 
transportation to school. When Jacob returned to class last fall he was re-committed to learning, but 
transportation continued to be a barrier as there was no available public transportation and it was too far 
to walk. Funds from HLF allowed Jacob to purchase a bike and helmet so he could get to school regularly. 
He has since completed his high school credits and is currently  completing a co-op placement, using the 
bike to get back and forth to work.” (social worker)

“Maya is a Gr. 12 student who has been couch 
surfing since her home became unsafe due to a 
parent’s substance abuse and angry outbursts. 
HLF’s support helped the student with needed 
clothing, toiletries and school supplies that allowed 
her to continue to attend school and focus on 
studies.” (teacher)

“Syed struggles with social and emotional issues. 
With HLF’s help, we were able to include Syed in 
the Grade 8 trip, which was a great opportunity to 
keep him connected to his peer group. He would 
have been unable to participate in this trip without 
your support.” (principal)

How You Impacted Lives in 2016-17
(Eliminating Barriers)

Dear HLF,
I just wanted to say �ank you so much f� a� �at Halton Learning Foundation has done to 
supp�t our students and �eir families �is year.  
It is hard and humbling f� many parents to ask f� help when finances are strained, and it 
is so nice �at you provide a very seamless way to access help �at is so appreciated by families.  
F� some students who don’t live wi� �eir families, �ey are in a state of crisis on so many 
levels, and as someone who is trying to help �em w�k �rough �e crisis, I am very grateful 
to HLF �at I can offer �em some safety and comf�t in �e way of gift cards and o�er op-
tions.  Thank you so much f� your patience and supp�t as we have w�ked �rough a few 
difficult situations.” - (HDSB social w�ker)

*(names of students have been changed for privacy.)

“

“

“

“

“The grant from HLF allowed us to purchase a 
computer dedicated to our online creative arts 
platform, which is giving students a chance to 
connect and share their work with their peers 
and others outside of the school environment.”

“HLF funds enabled us to enhance our outdoor 
environment so it could better function as an 
extension of our classrooms. The outdoor 
classroom is helping students build curiosity and 
develop language and inquiry skills that will serve as 
a foundation for future learning.” 

How You Impacted Lives in 2016-17 
(Scholarships & School Grants)

“I have faced several obstacles throughout my academic career, but the toughest was balancing having 
a part-time job while going to school. I’ve had to work many hours to pay for things my family could not 
afford. It was difficult to finish school work and assignments, go to work and also have a healthy social life 
and good mental health. Although having a job has increased my stress, it has also given me a good work 
ethic and more confidence. I am grateful to receive this scholarship in recognition of everything I’ve been 
able to accomplish. Thank you.” (2017 scholarship recipient)
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